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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 



1984: ROCHE (Basel, Switzerland): Three months training period in the laboratory of Dr. R. 

Then (Pharmaceutical Research Dpt); Topic: biochemical analysis of bacterial porins 
isolated from antibiotic-resistant strains. 

1985: RHONE-MERIEUX (currently Merial, Lyon, France): Nine months training period 

in the laboratory of Dr. G. Chappuis; Topic: identification and biochemical 
characterization of the pathogenic agents (later shown to belong to the Pestivirus family) 
responsible for bovine and porcine diseases. 

1988-1990: TRANSGENE S.A. (Strasbourg, France): Project leader. 

TRANSGENE was founded in 1979 and is one of the oldest biotech company. 
TRANSGENE established its reputation by developing the world first recombinant 
vaccine, a rabies vaccines, used in several European and American countries to eradicate 
the diseases in the wild. The company went public in 1998 (Nasdaq and Euronext Paris) 
and is today a leader in gene therapy with several products in phase II clinical trials, 
mostly for cancer treatment. 
Supervision of 3 technicians. 
Research projects: 

(i) Development of novel transgenic animal models (mice and rabbits) for the 
evaluation of potential anti-HIVl treatments 

(ii) Investigation in transgenic mice of the role of the HIV1 regulatory NEF, VIF, 
REV and TAT proteins in AIDS pathogenesis. 

(iii) Evaluation in rhesus and cynomolgus macaques of various recombinant AIDS 
vaccine candidates (live attenuated viruses, recombinant purified viral proteins, 
poxvirus-derived vaccines, pseudovirions,,..). 

(iv) Project leader for a French national AIDS vaccine initiative aiming at testing 
various SIV vaccine candidates in rhesus monkeys. 

(v) Project leader for a collaborative research program with Rlione-Poulenc 
(Aventis) aiming at developing novel cell-screening systems for the 
identification of anti-TAT and anti-Rev drugs. 



1991-1992: TRANSGENE S.A.: Head of the Virology-Immunology department. 

Supervision of 15 scientists, PhD students and technicians. 
Research projects and responsibilities: 

(i) Development and evaluation of candidate AIDS vaccines. 

(ii) Development and in vitro and in vivo evaluations of novel immunotherapeutic 
strategies for breast cancer using a tumor-specific antigen (Mucl + cytokines) 
expressed in a recombinant viral Pox vector. 

(iii) Contribution to the preclinical development of a recombinant Pox vaccine for 
the immunotherapy of cervical cancer. 



1993-1999: TRANSGENE S.A.: Head of Gene Therapy Research. 

Supervision of 40 scientists, PhD students and technicians. 

The mission was initially to create and organize a novel research department dedicated to 
gene therapy. This meant hiring scientists and technicians, setting-up appropriate level 2 
and 3 laboratories, developing novel projects on adenoviral and retroviral vectors and 
establishing research programs on gene therapy for AIDS, cancer and cardiovascular 
diseases. 

Research projects and responsibilities: 
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(i) Development of novel generations of safer and more efficient viral (human and 
animal adenovirus, murine retrovirus, simian lentivirus) and cellular vectors for 
human gene therapy applications, 

(ii) Development and preclinical evaluations of gene therapy strategies for cancer, 
AIDS, Haemophilia, and cardiovascular diseases. 

(iii) Key contributions to the preparation of the IND packages and to the clinical 
development of the cancer and AIDS gene therapy strategies (adenoviral vector 
expressing IL2, Vero cell line expressing IL2, inducible retroviral vector 
expressing IFNy, adenoviral vector expressing CFTR). Interaction with the 
French and Swiss regulatory authorities. 

(iv) Management of national and international research collaborations with various 
academic collaborators. 

(v) Management of research collaborations with US corporate partners (Schering- 
Plough, Human Genome Science Inc.). 

(vi) Very regular interactions with European and American biotech and 
pharmaceutical companies to present the scientific gene therapy strategies of the 
company. 

(vii) Meetings with investors and biotech financial analysts. Contribution to the 
company's IPO (Nasdaq: TRGNY) in 1998. 

(viii) Contribution to the consolidation of the company's IP position. 

(ix) Regular teaching in various European universities 

(x) Member of the editorial board of the Journal of Human virology and member of 
the board of the European Cytokine Society. 

(xi) Invited speaker and/or chairman at numerous international meetings in Europe 
and the USA; regular speaker at various European and American universities 
and companies. 

(xii) Regular reviewer of scientific publications for Gene Therapy, Human Gene 
therapy and the Journal of Virology. 

(xiii) Scientific consultant for the Center for Transgene Technology and Gene 
Therapy of Pr; D. Collen (Leuven). 

(xiv) Regular reviewer for international grant applications. 

2000-2001 : CRUCELL NV (Leiden, The Netherlands): Vice-President, Research. 

(Nasdaq : CRXL ; www.crucell.com) 

Crucell NV is the result of the merger in June 2000 between the Dutch companies 
Introgene BV and UbiSys BV. Crucell is now a leading European biotechnology 
company focussed on the development of vaccines and fully human antibodies. Crucell 
developed two technology platforms: a human cell line expression platform, PER.C6 and 
phage antibody-display selection technologies, including a subtractive selection 
technology, called Mabstract These two technology platforms provide a powerful and 
effective means to discover, develop and produce a variety of biophamiaceuticals, 
especially human monoclonal antibodies and vaccines, for the treatment of human 
diseases. Such technologies are fully human and, as such, enable biophamiaceuticals to 
be developed and produced that do not have the limitations inherent in many 
biophamiaceuticals currently available. 

Research projects and responsibilities: 

(i) Integration of the research activities of IntroGene and UbiSys to set-up Crucell' s 
new research organization, 

(ii) Redefinition of the research priorities consecutive to the merger (focus on 
oncology and immunological diseases); recruitment of additional technical and 
scientific staff members. 

(iii) Supervision of Crucell' s research staff which included over 90 scientists and 
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technicians. 

(iv) Consolidation of the company's IP position. 

(v) Management of research collaborations with various academic collaborators 
(The vaccine Institute, NIH; Leiden University; Nijmegen University, 
Rotterdam University, Lille University...). 

(vi) Management of research collaborations with European and US corporate 
partners (Merck, Isotis BV, Aventis, Schering AG, Berlex). 

(vii) Preparation of IND packages for anti-cancer human monoclonal antibody 
candidates licensed to pharmaceutical partners. 

(viii) Interaction with international investors and corporate partners to present the 
scientific strategy of the company. Participation at CrucelPs IPO. 

(ix) Invited speaker and/or chairman at numerous international meetings in Europe 
and the USA; regular speaker at various European and American universities 
and companies. 

(x) Regular reviewer of scientific publications for Gene Therapy, Human Gene 
therapy and the Journal of Virology. 

(xi) Introduction of a laboratory data management system. 

2001-2003: DELTAGEN Inc. (Redwood City, USA): Scientific director of Deltagen 
Europe, Illkirch, France. 

(Nasdaq : DGEN ; www.deltagen.com) 

Deltagen is a genomic-based biotechnology company that provides data to 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies on the function, role and disease relevance 
of mammalian genes. In addition, Deltagen undertakes the discovery and development of 
secreted protein biotechnology drug candidates internally or in collaboration with other 
parties. Deltagen Europe S.A. played a significant role in Deltagen's genomic drug 
discovery program, with a particular focus on human nuclear receptors. Nuclear 
receptors control nearly every aspect of vertebrate development and adult physiology. 
Dysfunctions in nuclear receptors signaling have been implicated in numerous human 
disorders including diabetes, cancer, inflammation, cardiovascular diseases and obesity.. 
Nuclear receptors constitute already validated drug targets for many clinical indications. 
Deltagen Europe S.A. uses a mouse conditional knock-out technology platform for the 
large-scale generation of in vivo functional information on nuclear receptors and for the 
identification of the most promising druggable targets. Furthermore, Deltagen Europe 
established novel technologies for the high-throughput screening and identification of 
novel small molecules targeting specific human nuclear receptors. These proprietary 
drug discovery platforms were applied to the human estrogen receptor and the androgen 
receptor, two well-validated targets involved in breast cancer and osteoporosis, and in 
prostate cancer, respectively. Such technologies allowed Deltagen Europe to identify 
highly original small molecules controlling the genetic and non-genetic pathways 
modulated by the selected targets, opening new potential therapeutic avenues for huge 
markets. 

Research projects and responsibilities: 

(i) Definition and implementation of Deltagen Europe's R&D strategy and 
activities in the field of nuclear receptor drug discovery and functional 
genomics. 

(ii) Recruitment and supervision of all the technical, scientific, IT and support staff 
members. 

(iii) Setting-up of appropriate drug screening, cell culture and molecular biology 
laboratories. Acquisition of small molecule libraries. 

(iv) Development of a large platform of innovative drug screening technologies in 
yeast and mammalian cells, with the setting-up of a small molecule screening 
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team and laboratory, 

(v) Development of engineered animal models for target validation and preclinical 
testing of small molecule leads. 

(vi) Establishment of research collaborations with academic collaborators. 

(vii) Generation of a strong IP position in the field of Nuclear Receptor drug 
discovery. 

(viii) Grant applications for the support of some of Deltagen's highly innovative 
research programs. 

(ix) Coordination of the construction of Deltagen Europe new research and 
development center of 6,000 square meters (to be completed by 2004). 

(x) Coordination of Deltagen Europe's R&D activities with the R&D activities held 
at Deltagen Proteomics (Salt-Lake-City), Deltagen Research Labs (formely 
Combichem, San Diego) and Deltagen Inc. (Redwood City). 

2001-present: LCF Rothschild Venture Partners. (Paris, Fiance): Member of the Advisory 
committee. 

As of the end of 2002, LCF Rothschild Venture Partners had over € 200 millions 
under management. The Advisory Committee combines the expertise of several 
professionals from the life science sector, all with significant industry experience. 
LCF VP consults the Advisoiy Committee on all investment or divestment 
opportunities for advice and validation. 

2003-present: VIVALIS SA (Nantes, France). Chief Scientific Officer, Vice-President, 
Research & Development, member of the board. 

(NYSE-Euronext: VLS; www.vivalis.com ) 

Vivalis SA is a public French Biotech company of 60 FTEs that manufactures vaccines 
and discovers drug to prevent and treat viral diseases. The company was successfully 
listed on Euronext-Paris on July 2007. 
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Cancerologie aujourd'hui (1995) 4, 242-252. 
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